
We Our Schools!

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

How do you know what criteria to examine when selecting a school site? 
How can you be creative with the resources you have? These tools can help!

The Guidelines were created by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to develop 
model guidelines for the siting of school facilities that take into account the special 
vulnerabilities of children to hazardous substances or pollution exposures; the modes of 
transportation available to students and staff; and efficient use of energy. The voluntary 
Guidelines encourage, inform and improve consideration of environmental factors in local 
school siting decision-making without infringing on local authority. 

“Old School, New School, This Place, That Place” provide an introduction to the EPA 
Guidelines using a presentation, case studies and exercises to encourage dialogue and 
discussion about the complex issues surrounding school siting decisions. Three modules in 
varying length can be utilized to address varying audiences and time constraints but are 
directed towards facility planners, school board members, elected officials, parents, teachers, 
and community members. 

The comparison tool allows those currently faced with a decision related to a school facility. 
This might include the relocation of an existing school, a new school site, a school closure, or 
transportation related issues. The use of the tool requires a community to gather 
comprehensive information and weigh selected sites and opportunities within their established 
priorities. The outcome of using this may not provide a single answer, but will reveal what site 
better matches the community needs.    

As with many issues in planning, even the most careful analysis may still require additional 
examination before a solution is revealed. The Georgia Conservancy can help your community 
look at specific issues and explore creative problem-solving. We are currently seeking pilot 
communities to utilize these tools alongside field experts. 

1. New school buildings
2. Closed school buildings
3. School site layout
4. Placement in the community

School issues vary community to community and there is 
never one right answer to a problem. However, we understand 
that national trends have encouraged larger school sites to 
accommodate more students. This means our children, 
teachers, and parents must travel farther each day, expending 
time, straining our natural resources and creating unintended 
health consequences. For more information, please see 
www.gaconservancy.org/schoolsiting. 

??

WHERE SHOULD OUR SCHOOLS GO?

SCHOOL SITING 
DECISIONS CONCERN: 

WHAT ARE THE ISSUES?

Tools for Smart School Siting and 
Fostering Community-Centered School Locations

TOOLS YOU CAN USE

SCHOOL SITING GUIDELINES

GUIDELINE TRAININGS

THE SITE COMPARISON TOOL

Please contact: Katherine Moore, Sustainable Growth Senior Director 
at kmoore@gaconservancy.org or at (404) 876-2900 ext. 106
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meeting tonight!

The number of 
students in our 
schools is 
growing rapidly...

Encourage green 
schools... which are 
healthier for children 
and cost efficient

Consider opportunities 
for joint/multi-use spaces

Promote locating schools where 
they better contribute to 
liveability

Follow an inclusive, holistic 
process when making 
school siting decisions

But the number 
of our school 
buildings isn’t...

So, schools are built larger to 
accommodate more 
students...

Bigger schools need more land. 
But our town centers are filled in, 
so the schools are built far from the 
community center...

(which means class sizes are bigger, too)
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(State of GA statistics reflect national trends. 
From GA School Siting White Paper, prepared for GeorgiaBikes!, March 2011)

THE CHALLENGE

 THE NEW GUIDELINES...

So what?

The outcome?

 Happy, healthy, 
and resilient

children and communities!

Parents, students and staff are 
driving more, contributing to...

...less exercise, contributing 
to higher levels 
of obesity 

...and less time doing 
things they actually 

want to do!

...poor air quality and 
traffic congestion 

1. New school buildings 2. Closed school buildings 3. School site layout 4. Placement in the community

SCHOOL SITINGSCHOOL SITING

School siting decisions concern:
??

In 2007, Congress enacted legislation requiring the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) develop model guidelines for the siting of school facilities that 
take into account the special vulnerabilities of children to hazardous substances or pollution exposures; the modes of transportation available to students and 
staff; and efficient use of energy. EPA has developed voluntary School Siting Guidelines that will encourage, inform and improve consideration of environmental 
factors in local school siting decision-making without infringing on local authority. 

WHAT IS THE GEORGIA CONSERVANCY WORKING ON?
To learn more and to download the 
EPA’s School Siting Guidelines and 
new training materials, please visit 
www.georgiaconservancy.org/schoolsiting

WE         OUR SCHOOLS!

We are (1) Partnering with the EPA to create trainings for decision-makers, parents 
and design professionals, (2) Providing technical assistance to schools and 
communities to plan new school locations, redevelop closed schools, and analyze 
site planning, and (3) Exploring changes to minimum acreage regulations.


